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Autumn Term 2026
Dear Parents and Carers
Welcome back, and a very warm welcome to Year 5! I hope you have all enjoyed a wonderful summer break and are ready for the exciting year ahead. I am really looking forward to getting to know the children and supporting them as they continue their learning journey. They have already made a fantastic start to the term and have impressed me with their enthusiasm, knowledge and positive attitude towards learning.
Staff in Year 5
This year, I will be teaching Year 5 and will be supported by Mrs Hopkin, Mrs Smith and Miss Rabel throughout the school day. Mrs Hopkin will also teach the class on Tuesday afternoons during my PPA time.
Topic 
In Autumn 1, our Geography topic will be ‘How Have People Settled Across the World?’ Within this topic, your child will explore how and why people have settled in different locations around the world. They will learn about time zones, identify different types and features of settlements, locate capital cities and compare places across the globe. Children will also study topography, exploring how physical features of the landscape can influence where people choose to live.
In Autumn 2, we will have a History-based topic exploring the Shang Dynasty. Within this topic, children will learn about this ancient Chinese civilisation, including key leaders, achievements and important aspects of daily life. They will investigate historical sources and artefacts to develop an understanding of how the Shang Dynasty shaped early Chinese history.
Science
This term we will study Forces. Within this topic, children will learn about different types of forces and how they affect objects. They will investigate air resistance and explore simple machines, discovering how they can make work easier by changing the size or direction of a force.
In Autumn 2, we will move on to Earth and Space. Your child will learn about the planets that make up our solar system and develop their understanding of the universe. They will also explore how the Earth rotates to create day and night and investigate the movements of the Earth and Moon. 
Art
In Art, children will become artists as they explore the bright colours and bold designs of Pop Art. They will learn about influential Pop Artists and create their own vibrant artwork inspired by this exciting artistic movement.
I am looking forward to an exciting term of learning and discovery with Year 5!

Things to Remember
All equipment needed for learning will be provided in school, so we kindly ask that children do not bring in any personal items or toys from home, including fidgets. Children should bring: Their book bag, a clearly labelled water bottle, a lunch box (if required)
Please ensure water bottles contain water only and that all clothing is clearly labelled to help prevent items from being misplaced. Children are welcome to bring a healthy snack for break time, with fruit being the preferred option.
PE Days
This term, P.E days will be on Monday and Thursday. Please can children come in their PE kits and make sure all items are clearly labelled. 
Reading Books
Reading is a vital part of children's learning and development. We ask that children read at least three times each week for a minimum of ten minutes and record this in their reading diary.
Children will be able to change their reading books regularly. Book bands have been selected based on end-of-year assessments from Year 4 to ensure that children are reading books appropriate to their current level.
Homework
Children will continue to receive a half-termly homework grid containing activities for Reading, Maths, Spellings and the wider Curriculum. Please see the attached grid for further details. During spelling lessons, children will investigate a new spelling rule or pattern each week and will be encouraged to share and practise their learning at home. For maths homework, regular practice of key number facts and arithmetic skills is essential, so activities will be set on Times Table Rock Stars and Doodle Maths to support fluency and confidence. There will also be a range of ‘Explore’ tasks linked to our current topics, giving children the opportunity to extend their learning beyond the classroom.
Values
[image: ]This year, we will be focusing on our school vision of "Belong, Strive and Flourish", exploring each of these strands throughout the year. During the Autumn Term, our focus will be on "Belong", helping children to develop a strong sense of community, inclusion and responsibility within our school.
As part of this focus, we will particularly explore the values of kindness and respect. Through class discussions, assemblies, PSHE lessons and everyday classroom experiences, children will learn how these values can positively impact their relationships, learning and contribution to the wider school community. We look forward to seeing our Year 5 children demonstrate these important qualities as they begin the new school year.
Best wishes
Mrs Welstead
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